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i Dear Sir:

| This is a synopsis of my report on the relation of fish

| and wildlife resources to the copetruction of Canyon Reservoir,
Texas. The report was prepared under authority of the Fish and
Wildlife Coordination Act, 48 Stat. Lo1l, as amended; 16 U.S.C, 661
et seq. Detailed material is presented in the attached report.

, This report has been reviewed by the Texas Game and Fish
Commission. ~ The report and, specifically, the recommendations

: vhich follew have been endorsed by the Texas Game and Fish Commis-

: sion as indicated in the letter to this office dated January 28,

| 1960, from H. D. Dodgen, Executive Secretary of that Commission, &

' copy of which is appended. : :

3 Canyon Reservoir is being constructed for the purposes

of flood control and storage of water for municipal, industrial,

4 and possible future irrigational uses. The dam will be on the

. Guadalupe River in Comel County at river mile 303.. About 11,800

acres of land will be purchased in fee simple. Flowage easement

: will be taken on sbout 3,200 scres between elevations 918-948,

: Most of the affected bottom land is in cultivation. The remaining
reservolr ares is used for grazing. Maximum relesses from the res-

] exvoir will be 3,000 -second-feet; minimum releases will be zero,

] The Guadalupe-Blenco River Authority has indicated that s ‘constant
minimum relesse of 100 to 200 second-feet would. be made during
normal water years.

? Canyon Reservoir liee in an area where there is s short-
1 age of public fishing facilities and where people must travel long
4 distances to secure reasonsble fishing opportunities. Fishing

1 pressure on the affected reach of the Guadalupe River will result

in ghout $%0,000 annually in associated sportsmen's expenditures.

Canyon Reservoir will eliminate s short segment of
stream fishery in the Guadalupe River within the project area,
improve the downstresm fishery, pessibly produce a rainbow trout
Or -smsllmouth bass hebitat in the 10-mile reach of stream down-
Stream from the dam, and create s reservoir-type fishery which is
in great demand in the area. It is estimated that fisherman use
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of the river below the dam Wwill result in sportsmen's expenditures
of about $200,000 annually if a trout fishery develops. Sportsmen's
expenditures associated with reservoir fishing will be about
$2,000,000 annually.

White-tailed deer and wild turkeys are of economic impor-
tance in the project ares. Demands to hunt these species are far °
greater them hunting opportunities. Sportemen will spend about
$30,000 and $4,000, respectively, for deer and turkey hunting annu-
ally within the reservoir ares. Except for a sporismen's expenditure

of ebout $2,000 annually for dove hunting, upland-game hunting is of
miner importsnce. .

Construction of Canyon Reservoir is expected to result in
complete loss of deer and turkey populations and hunting opportuni-
ties for these species in the project area. Losses to mourning dove
populations will also occur. From sportsmen's expenditures associated
with hunting wildlife in the pProject area, there will be &an annugl
loss of $31,000 a5 a result of the rroject,

a put-and-tske basis in this reach, and by providing access asress to
the downstresm fisheries and parking facilities around the reservoir.
The exact amount of release required.can only be determined when ‘the
project 1s completed and put into operation, but & minimum release of

It is recamended:

(1) That 8 parking aress, as shown on pletes 2 through
6, and threé. access areas, as shown on plates 7 through 9,
be purchaced in fee.gimple and included as nonreimbursgble
Project costs. Lo o R

(2) That boat-launching ramps be constructed et each
Proposed parking and downstream access area and also included
as neareimbursable project costs. : LoiT

(3) That a min:l.mmn ‘instan'lvsane‘oﬁs ‘release of 150 seeond-
feet or the ratural inflow of the river, whichever is less,
be provided at Ca.nyoan. o '

(%) That three access areas downstream from the dem be
made aveilable to the Texss Game and Fish Commisgsion under s
General Plan, as provided in Sectlon 3 of the Fish and Wildlife




Coordination Act, 48 Sta.t. 401, as emended; 16 U.5.C. 661
? et seq. . ;
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(5) That timber clearing in the reservoir area be
kept to a minimum, except for c¢learing in rarking and beat-
launching areas and for construction and effieient operatiom

; of the project. Clearing in the downstream access aress
3 shmtld. be limited to understary vegeta.tion.
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i - (6) Tha:t land aequisitim policy take into considera-
3 on the mitigation of wild.l:l.fe losses through purcha.se in

:f.’ee #luple, to the maximum extent prac'bieable ’ ef lands pe-
riphera.l to the reaervo:lr.

i (7) '.Ehat Fed.erally owned land that is not within the
1 wildlife m.naganent areg be opemn to free public use, except
g for. seetions reserved for- safety, efficient o;perat:l.on, aend
i protection of public property. T S .

S:f.pcerely yours,

s s G, Lol

ohm C. Gatlin
Regional ‘Director

1 Copies (10)
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2 - ¢ Austin, Texas
(1) ‘Director, ‘Marine I.aboratory, 'l‘exas Ga.me and Fish
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(1) Regional’ Director,’ Reg:l.on 5, Bureau of Reclamation,
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: - . Banta Fe, New Mexico oo
(1) Regiomai Engineer, Region 1L’II , Public Eee.lth Bervice,
Deparhnent of Hea.lth, Education, ‘and Welfare, Mhs ’

Texas -

(1) Commissioner, v. s, Study Comission Texas, Houston,
‘ Texas

{2) Executive Secretary, Texas Geme aud Fish Commissien,_




" GAME ARD HSH COMMISSION
Austin, Texss

January 28, 1960
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Regliondl Director . o
Fish and Wildlife Service

P.. 0. Box 1306 '

Albuquerque, New Mexico

' Dear Mr, Gatlin:

This acknowledges receipt of the reviged draft of 'you:r report
on the Canyon Reservoir Project » Texas, as submitted for review
end concurrence.

- Please be advised of my concurrence with revisions within the

report and recommendations for management of the Canyon Reservoir
Project, Texas. ' .

8incerely yours,

/e/ B. D. Dodgen
‘ H. D. Dodgen
' Executive Becretary

E_DD:PBU:ma.h
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